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2013 SALE OFFERING

Saturday, March 16, 2013
12:30 p.m.

Evaluation Station (Plank Farm), Crystal, MI 
 

86 EVALUATED BULLS
48 Angus 

6 Red Angus 
4 Polled Hereford

2 Charolais 
  26 Simmental & Simmental Hybrid

You are encouraged to view the bulls any time prior 
to the sale at the station.  As a service to our buyers, 
arrangements can be made to board bulls at Plank 
Farm post-sale.

Auctioneer:
Bill Sheridan, Mason, MI 517-676-9800

Livestock Representatives:
Scott Acker, 989-430-6354
Jason Buher, 517-256-3427

Larry Sheridan, 517-331-5270

Livestock insurance will be available sale day

More info and videos of bulls online at:
beef.msu.edu/bulleval

To participate in the  
sale via the internet:

Go to www.uproducers.com
Click the Special Sales button (upper right of screen)
Click on MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Program
You may then register for the sale and be pre-ap-
proved if required.

The Michigan Cattlemen’s Association is the only organization 
focused solely on protecting the interest of Michigan’s cattle 
producers.  If you are not a member, join us at: micattlemen.org



“WE DO MORE SO YOU KNOW MORE” 

Framework for this Evaluation
The Beef Improvement Federation (BIF) is 
formed by members including progressive cattle 
producers; provincial, state and national beef cattle 
improvement associations; breed associations; and 
AI organizations.  The BIF standardizes programs and 
methods, and creates greater awareness, acceptance 
and usage of beef cattle performance concepts.  The 
MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Program follows the most 
current Guidelines for Uniform Beef Improvement 
Programs published by the BIF, setting the industry 
standard for evaluated bulls. 

Evaluation Diet
Following BIF guidelines, the official evaluation period 
is conducted for 112 days and the nutritional program 
is carefully designed to provide levels of protein and 
energy to allow for expression of genetic differences 
in growth among bulls.  The evaluation period diet 
was balanced to contain 63% corn silage, 21% corn, 
8% hay, and 8% soybean meal/supplement on a dry 
matter (DM) basis.  Average nutrient content on a 
DM-basis was 11.5% crude protein and 0.53 Mcal 
NEg/lb.  Also, in accordance with BIF guidelines, bulls 
are given an increased percentage of dietary forage 
for 4 weeks post-evaluation, along with daily exercise, 
to further prepare them for the breeding season and 
optimize reproductive performance. 
 
Only Bulls Passing Our Rigid Qualifications Sell
•	All bulls tested negative for BVD-PI and bTB.
•	All bulls are non-carriers of lethal genetic defects, 

as identified by their breed association pedigree 
or confirmed by genetic testing, for which there 
is a DNA test available.  These defects include: 
Arthrogryposis Multiplex (AM), Neuropathic 
Hydrocephalus (NH), Contractural Arachnodactyly 
(CA), Osteopetrosis (OS), Tibial Hemimelia (TH), and 
Pulmonary Hypoplasia with Anasarca (PHA).

•	Bulls were measured using ultrasound for rump fat, 
rib fat, ribeye area, and intramuscular fat.

•	All sale bulls have passed disposition and structural 
soundness qualifications.

•	All sale bulls achieved a minimum average daily gain 
of 2.8 lb during the 112-day evaluation.

•	All sale bulls passed breeding soundness 
requirements (see BREEDING SOUNDNESS 
EXAMINATION section).

MCA/MSU BULL EVALUATION PROGRAM 

Station Management
Plank Farms, Oscar, Paula, Brian
325 Mount Hope Road 
Crystal, MI 48818 
Farm: 989-235-6253 
Brian (mobile): 989-506-2061

Administration & Catalog Requests
Ms. Kathleen Hawkins, Exec. V.P.
Michigan Cattlemen’s Association
2145 University Park Dr., Suite 300 
Okemos, MI 48864 
517-347-8117

Evaluation Coordination
Dr. Dan Buskirk, Beef Extension Specialist 
Dept. of Animal Science, Michigan State University
474 S. Shaw Lane, 2265C Anthony Hall 
East Lansing, MI 48824
517-432-0400

Online at: beef.msu.edu/bulleval

The station is located at Plank Farm between Stanton 
and Ithaca, MI, ½ mi south on Mt. Hope Rd.



How to Read This Catalog
Each bull in the sale passed rigid evaluation criteria 
and has a record like that below.

Expected Progeny Differences & Breed Percentile 
Rank (a)
(1) Calving Ease 
(2) Birth Weight
(3) Weaning Weight
(4) Yearling Weight
(5) Maternal Milk
(6) Marbling (% intramuscular fat)
(7) Rib Fat
(8) Ribeye Area
(9) Economic Index 1 (specific to breed)
(10) Economic Index 2 (specific to breed)
		  Index 1			   Index 2
Angus		  $Wean			   $Beef
Red Angus	 Heifer Pregnancy		 Stayability
Hereford	 Certified Hereford Beef	 Baldy Maker Index
Simmental	 Terminal Index		  All Purpose Index	 

EPDs and percentiles are current as of February 26, 
2013. The percentage listed represents the top per-
centile ranking of that EPD within the bull’s respec-
tive breed (i.e. 20% = top 20% of breed).  Some bulls 
have undergone DNA testing (IG384 [Igenity] or PF50 
[Pfizer]) to add additional information to their EPDs.

Individual Performance 
(11) Adjusted birth weight, lb
(12) 205-day adjusted weaning weight, lb
(13) 365-day adjusted marbling (IMF, %)
(14) 365-day adjusted rib fat, in
(15) 365-day adjusted ribeye area, in2

(16) Actual ribeye area, in2 / 100 lb wt at scan 
 

Ultrasound data (13, 14, 15, 16) were collected 11/8/12 
for fall bulls and 2/15/13 or 2/22/13 for spring bulls 
  

(17) 112-day test average daily gain (ADG), lb/d
(18) Off-test weight, lb (avg of 2/14 & 2/15/13 wt)
(19) Off-test weight per day of age (WDA), lb/day
(20) Frame score (1 to 10 scale), calculated from hip 

heights measured 2/14 and 2/15/13*
(21) 365-day adjusted pelvic area (width x height) 

measured at breeding soundness exam, cm2*
(22) Adjusted 365-day scrotal circumference, cm*

*Values calculated and adjusted according to Beef 
Improvement Federation guidelines.

Evaluation Index and Sale Order 
The evaluation index is the average of percentile rank 
for six EPD values (birth weight, weaning weight, 
yearling weight, maternal milk, marbling, and ribeye 
area), evaluation ADG and WDA (which are calculated 
independently for Senior and Junior bulls).  Lower 
values indicate a more desireable average percentile 
ranking, (except that milk is given no advantage when 
less than 20 percentile).  Sale order is determined by 
evaluation index, with the lowest indexing bull sell-
ing first.  A listing of bulls in test index (sale order) is 
located in the back of this catalog.

Evaluation Index Formula
(BW%+WW%+YW%+MM%(capped at 20%)+MARB%+ 
REA%+ADG%+WDA%)/8

Across Breed EPD Adjustments
EPD values can not be directly compared among 
breeds.  The adjustment values listed below can be 
added to any two respective breed EPDs to convert 
them to an estimated across-breed EPD.

Adjustment factors to add EPDs to estimate across-breed EPDs (2012)

Breed BW WW YW MM Marb REA Fat
Angus 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.00 0.000
Red Angus 2.4 -0.6 -12.0 -3.1 0.03 -0.10 -0.053
Charolais 8.6 40.1 46.8 5.7 -0.46 0.92 -0.222
Hereford 2.7 -2.8 -20.1 -16.7 -0.34 -0.11 -0.053
Simmental 5.2 24.9 22.4 19.8 -0.55 0.92 -0.215

Tag 1

EPDs include genomic data: IG384 (Igenity) or PF50 (Pfizer)
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Tag 6

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 8

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 3

Tag 5

EPDs include genomic data: IG384



Tag 11

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 12

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 9

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 10

EPDs include genomic data: IG384



Tag 15

EPDs include genomic data: PF50

Tag 16

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 13

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 14

EPDs include genomic data: IG384
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Tag 24

Tag 17

EPDs include genomic data: IG384
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Tag 43

EPDs include genomic data: IG384/PF50

Tag 44

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 39

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 41



Tag 47

EPDs include genomic data: PF50

Tag 48

EPDs include genomic data: PF50

Tag 45

Tag 46

EPDs include genomic data: PF50



Tag 51

EPDs include genomic data: PF50

Tag 52

EPDs include genomic data: PF50

Tag 49

EPDs include genomic data: PF50

Tag 50

EPDs include genomic data: PF50



Tag 58

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 59

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 53

Tag 55



Tag 63

Tag 64

Tag 60

EPDs include genomic data: IG384

Tag 61

EPDs include genomic data: IG384
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CONSIGNOR INDEX (Lot Order)
ANGUS
Lots 1-3	 Highbanks Angus
		  4932 Lawrence Rd.
		  Nashville, MI 49073
		  (269) 945-7796 (Bob Zellmer) 
		  HighbanksAngus.com	

Lots 5-6, 8-9, 	 Apple Hill Angus
         10-13	 1591 S. King Rd.
		  Harrisville, MI  48740
		  (989) 736-6020 (John MacMaster) 
		  AppleHillAngus.com

Lots 14-17	 Rietberg Farms, LLC
		  1230 Parsons St.
		  Hudsonville, MI 49426
		  (616) 437-7991 (Al Rietberg)
		  RietbergFarms.com

Lots 22-26	 Michigan State University
        		  474 S. Shaw Ln, 2265 Anthony Hall
		  East Lansing, MI, 48824
		  (517) 432-0400 (Dan Buskirk)
		  (517) 353-2245 (Ken Metz)
		  MSUpurebred.com

Lots 27-30	 Voogt Farms
		  2831 Hayes St.
		  Marne, MI, 49435
		  (616) 862-4158 (Gary Voogt)
		  VoogtFarms.com 

Lots 31-32	 Hutchings Reg. Angus
		  12155 North Ave.
		  Bellevue, MI 49021
		  (269) 758-3190

Lots 34-37	 Eastview Angus Farm LLC
		  827 County Road 10
		  Corunna, IN 46730
		  (260) 760-9512 (Chris Pranger)

Lot 39		  Seldom Rest Farms
		  11893 M-140
		  Niles, MI 49120
		  (269) 208-6470 (Scott Foster)
		  SeldomRestFarms.com

CONSIGNOR INDEX 
ANGUS (Cont)
Lot 41		  White Birch
		  4780 County Line
		  Prescott, MI 48756
		  (989) 873-4164 (Chuck Preston)

Lot 43		  Saganing Creek Angus
		  2404 Jerore Rd.
		  Bentley, MI 48613
		  (989) 846-0782 (Jim Redmond)

Lot 44		  Hillside Acres
		  7821 Weber Rd.
		  Saline, MI 48176
		  (734) 216-3617 (Julie Thelen)

Lot 45		  Black Creek Beef
		  2765 40th Ave.
		  Hudsonville, MI 49426
		  (616) 299-6121 (Wayne VanderLugt)

Lots 46-52	 Dawson Farms
		  9296 Pulaski Rd.
		  Hanover, MI, 49241
		  (517) 524-8941 (John Dawson) 
		  DawsonAngusFarms.com

Lot 53, 55	 Bordner Farms
		  68730 County Farm Rd.
		  Sturgis, MI, 49091
		  (269) 506-5109 (Monte Bordner) 
		  BordnerFarms.com

Lots 58-61	 KB Farms LLC
		  6658 Beeler Rd.
		  Merritt, MI 49667
		  (734) 368-8430 (Kevin Beckington) 
		  KBAngus.com

RED ANGUS
Lots 63-65	 Hammar Farms Reg. Red Angus
		  15524 N. Rock 38th Rd.
		  Rock, MI 49880
		  (906) 474-6673 (Laurie Hammar)
		
Lots 66, 79-80	Walnut Springs Farms
		  1749 128th Ave.
		  Hopkins, MI  49328
		  (616) 293-6019 (Mike Karweik) 
		  WalnutSpringsFarms.com



CONSIGNOR INDEX
POLLED HEREFORD
Lots 68-69	 Michigan State University
        		  474 S. Shaw Ln, 2265 Anthony Hall
		  East Lansing, MI, 48824
		  (517) 432-0400 (Dan Buskirk)
		  (517) 353-2245 (Ken Metz)
		  MSUpurebred.com

Lots 71-72	 Longcore Herefords
        		  5110 Indian Lakes Rd.
		  Cedar Springs, MI, 49319
		  (616) 644-4516 (Randy Longcore)

CHAROLAIS
Lot 74		  White Charolais
		  3362 113th Ave.
		  Allegan, MI 49010
		  (269) 673-1634 (G. Patrick White)

Lot 78		  Rathmourne Charolais
		  4877 Moeller Rd.
		  Port Hope, MI 48468
		  (989) 553-1091 (Brian Ingram)

SIMMENTAL
Lots 79, 81	 Walnut Springs Farms
		  1749 128th Ave.
		  Hopkins, MI  49328
		  (616) 293-6019 (Mike Karweik) 
		  WalnutSpringsFarms.com 

Lots 82, 84	 Lattimore Cattle Co.
		  16731 110th Ave.
		  Rodney, MI 49342
		  (231) 250-3019 (Seth Lattimore)

Lot 85		  Marshall Hillside Farm
		  29501 H Drive S.
		  Concord, MI 49237
		  (517) 425-9396 (Neil Marshall)

Lots 86, 104, 	 Plank Simmental Farm
  105, 107-110	10772 E Pakes Rd.
		  Crystal, MI  48818
		  (989) 506-2061 (Brian Plank)

CONSIGNOR INDEX
SIMMENTAL (Cont)
Lots 87-88	 Stough Simmental
		  18565 G. Drive North
		  Marshall, MI 49068
		  (517) 712-1393 (Dave Stough)

Lots 89-90	 Rich Beef & Grain
		  1820 W. Urban Rd.
		  Sandusky, MI  48471 
		  (810) 837-0375 (Dwight Rich)

Lots 91-92	 Double C Simmentals
		  23315 30th Ave.
		  Marion, MI  49665
		  (231) 825-9855 (Craig Pollington)

Lot 94		  Slavik Farms
		  8379 S. Crapo Rd.
		  Ashley, MI 48806
		  (989) 620-4288 (Jim & Bryce Slavik)
 
Lots 95-98	 Helen Sill
		  32868 48th Ave.
		  Paw Paw, MI  49079
		  (269) 370-1982

Lots 99-100	 Dusty Road Farm
		  2691 E. Harmon Rd.
		  Camden, MI  49232
		  (517) 254-4423 (Ted & Janet Bunce)

Lots 102-103	 Landis Farms
		  24455 S. County Line Rd.
		  Homer, MI  49245
		  (517) 568-3591 (Todd & Chris Landis)



General Information - Terms and Conditions

Announcements 
Any announcements made from the auction stand during 
the sale, shall take precedence over any material printed 
in the sale catalog.

Terms 
Cash or check (U.S. Funds)
1.  Out-of-state and off-site bidders must pre-register by 

March 8, 2013. Registration form available at:  
beef.msu.edu/bulleval. See special instructions for 
phone bidding in this catalog.

2.	 Each animal will be sold to the highest bidder and the 
Auctioneer will settle any dispute as to bids.

3.  Bulls must be paid for before being released.
4.  Each animal will be at the purchaser’s risk immediately 

after being sold.

Mail Bids 
Mail bids may be sent to the sale manager, auctioneer, or 
ringmen, and will be handled with strictest confidence.

Insurance 
Representatives of livestock insurance companies will be 
present at the sale.

Liability 
It is clearly understood that any person or persons 
attending this sale do so at their own risk.  The Michigan 
Cattlemen’s Association (MCA), Michigan State University 
(MSU), and the Bull Evaluation Station or their agents 
assume no liability, legal or otherwise, for the safety of 
the premises, the behavior of animals, or accidents that 
may occur.  The MCA, MSU, and Bull Evaluation Station 
personnel act only in the capacity of agents in this sale.  
Any claims or adjustments must be made strictly between 
buyer and seller.

Health and Movement
1. Bulls are sold under health regulations of Michigan.
2. All bulls have been tested negative for tuberculosis (TB).
3. Bulls that are moved across a TB zonal boundary (into 

Modified Accredited Zone (MAZ) or Modified Accredited 
Advanced Zone (MAAZ)) do not require a movement 
certificate, however the State of Michigan recommends 
a movement certificate to add the bull to your herd’s 
inventory.  MDARD staff plan to be available sale day 
to issue movement certificates. Prior to movement of 
bulls outside of Michigan, contact the destination State 
Veterinarian for requirements  
(usaha.org/Portals/6/StateAnimalHealthOfficials.pdf). 
 

Breeding Soundness Examination 
All bulls born prior to Feb 1, 2012 have passed a 
complete breeding soundness exam (BSE) as defined 
by the Society for Theriogenology.  Bulls born between 
Feb 1, 2012 and April 30, 2012 have been subject to 
meeting all requirements of a BSE, except, the normal 
sperm morphology requirement was lowered to 50% (as 
compared to 70% for bulls born prior to Feb 1, 2012).  It 
is recommended that bulls born between Feb 1, 2012 and 
April 30, 2012 have a complete BSE before being placed 
with females to be bred.

Breeding Guarantee 
All animals sold are guaranteed to be breeders, if properly 
cared for and not allowed to run with a herd until they are 
at least 15 months of age.  Any bull that settles at least 
one third of the healthy cows he covers will be considered 
a breeder.  Any animal not complying with this breeding 
guarantee may be returned to the seller at the buyer’s 
expense, and if in good condition and complying with 
the health requirements of the seller’s state, shall entitle 
the buyer to a satisfactory adjustment.  In the case of an 
animal claimed to be a non-breeder, the seller shall be 
entitled to 6 months following the return of the animal in 
which to demonstrate that the animal is in fact a sound 
breeder.  Michigan State University, Michigan Cattlemen’s 
Association, Plank Farm, United Producers Inc., or the Bull 
Evaluation Committee does not assume any liability for 
breeding guarantee.  Any items not specifically mentioned 
will default to standard guarantee of the respective breed 
association.

Claims for Refund or Other Adjustment 
All claims for adjustment or refund must be made in 
writing within 6 months of the sale or 3 months after 
the purchased animal reaches the age of 18 months, 
whichever occurs later.  The return of the full purchase 
price will in any case be deemed full satisfaction and 
settlement.

Registration Certificates 
Breed registration certificates will be transferred to the 
buyer by the seller, and at the seller’s expense.  Please 
give the settling clerk the exact and complete name and 
address to which you wish to have your bull transferred. 

Post Sale Care of Bulls 
Each bull becomes the property of the successful buyer 
when he passes through the sale ring.  Arrangements 
may be made to board bulls post-sale at Plank Farm, for 
a fee of $3.50/day.   All bulls not being boarded must be 
removed from the sale facility by 12:00 noon, Sunday, 
March 17, 2013.



Evaluation Advisory Committee

Michigan Cattlemen’s Association
Kevin Wernette  		             	             President
Kathleen Hawkins	             Executive Vice President

Michigan State University
Dr. Dan Buskirk                               Kevin Gould    
Dr. Dan Grooms                    Dr. David Hawkins          

Bull Test Station Managers
Oscar Plank	  	 Brian Plank 	              Paula Plank

Breed Representatives
Angus			        Monte Bordner (Chair)

 John MacMaster 
  Bob Zellmer

 
Hereford	   Marvin Drews

Red Angus			                      Mike Karweik

Simmental				             Brian Plank
     David Stough

Commercial	                                   Mark Sears 

Soundness Evaluation
Dr. Lisa Sanford        Brian Plank       Dr. Dan Buskirk

Breeding Soundness Evaluation
Sterner Veterinary Clinic, Ionia

Dr. Keith Sterner       Dr. Lisa Sanford

 
Thanks to Our Sponsors 

 
Genex, Brian Plank (LN2 for branding)

Meal Sponsors
Plank Farms 

Apple Hill Angus 
United Producers Inc.

Michigan Angus Association
Michigan Simmental Association
Country Kids 4-H Club (servers)

  Data management, analysis, and catalog production
  Dr. Dan Buskirk, MSU Department of Animal Science
  MSUE Agriculture and Agribusiness Institute
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1 82 15.38 30 48 33.75 59 63 48.13

2 9 18.00 31 5 34.38 60 104 48.75

3 15 18.25 32 6 34.38 61 78 48.75

4 3 18.75 33 90 34.88 62 39 49.38

5 109 19.50 34 25 35.00 63 64 49.38

6 68 20.13 35 35 35.00 64 72 49.38

7 107 20.50 36 95 35.00 65 94 49.38

8 59 20.63 37 31 35.38 66 30 50.50

9 50 21.13 38 16 36.00 67 37 53.13

10 87 21.25 39 12 36.25 68 1 53.75

11 85 21.88 40 55 36.88 69 89 53.75

12 46 22.13 41 13 37.25 70 91 54.75

13 8 22.38 42 17 37.50 71 81 56.25

14 49 26.00 43 23 37.50 72 96 56.25

15 24 26.88 44 52 38.75 73 105 59.38

16 11 27.88 45 34 38.75 74 41 60.00

17 61 28.38 46 71 40.00 75 100 60.63

18 60 28.75 47 32 40.25 76 43 61.25

19 2 29.25 48 10 41.88 77 80 63.13

20 108 29.50 49 98 41.88 78 84 66.25

21 69 29.63 50 28 42.50 79 88 67.00

22 86 30.00 51 14 43.13 80 79 68.13

23 26 31.25 52 36 43.13 81 92 69.38

24 47 31.50 53 102 45.00 82 65 70.00

25 22 31.88 54 44 45.63 83 103 71.88

26 74 31.88 55 97 45.63 84 99 73.13

27 58 32.50 56 66 46.88 85 110 79.38

28 53 33.13 57 27 47.88 86 45 --

29 51 33.38 58 29 48.13


